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Wheels up to Macedonia...
President calls 852 RAOC

By Capt . Eileen Bienz, State Public Affairs Officer  Ga., before deploying to the Balkansregion onthe
Forty members of the Tucson-based 852™ 4 of July.

Rear Area Operations Center departed Sunday, The852 RAOC istheonly Army National
June 25, for their mobilization stationat Ft. Benning,  Guard unit in the country to be mobilized in
support of the ongoing operations in Macedonia.

The 852 RAOC wastransported to Georgiaby
an ArizonaAir National Guard KC-135 Strato-
tanker and departed from Davis-Monthan Air Force
Base, Tucson.

Soldiers and family members said their last
goodbyes while waiting to board the aircraft.
Media representatives from local Tucson news
stations interviewed soldiers and families.

Steve Jewett, Director, Governor’s Southern
Arizona Office, represented Governor Jane Dee
Hull to tell soldiers and their family members
how much Governor Hull appreciated their
servicetotheir country.

When boarding time came, thewait wasover.
Soldiershoisted their baggage and boarded waiting
bussesfor transport to theaircraft.

Themission of the852 RAOC isto organize
unitssuch asfield hospitals, transportation, supply
unitsand military policeinto anintegrated unit. A
RAOC servesasadirect link between those units
and the mgjor field commander.

Jewett also gave appreciation for al theother
ArizonaArmy Nationa Guard unitsthat are cur-
rently serving and have served their country inthe
Bakans. Detachment 1, 416th Air Traffic Service
Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Trudie Cooke  COmpany returned to Arizonaon August 28 after

Leaving family behind, members of the 852nd Rear Area sarving in Bosniasince January 14. They arrivedat

Operations Center board an Arizona Air National Guard ~ SKY Har bpr Intanati onal Airport, Phoenix, aboarda
KC-135 Stratotanker that will take them to Ft Benning, commercial aircraft. (Seepage 2 for thestory.)
Ga., for deployment to the Balkans.
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Community.

Army National Guard.

From the desk of the Command Sergeant Major
of the Arizona Army National Guard....

The Arizona Army National Guard is agreat place to spend time: timetraining in
your military occupational skill; time developing your leadership skills and taking on new
challenges with greater responsibility; time furthering your civilian education; time
meeting new and interesting friends who share your commitment to our Country, State and

But you aready know all of that. That's why you are a member of the Arizona Army
National Guard. Now, what we need is for you to spread the word, and encourage a friend
to join up and share your experiences. If you have someone in mind, call your unit-
affiliated recruiter and let’s get the ball rolling. Or you can call me at (602) 267-2604.
And, if your friend joins, | want to meet with you personally. We have alot of great
soldiersin our organization. Let's share our secret and make this an even better Arizona

CSM THomMAS MATTHEW

416th Air Traffic Ser-
vice Company returns
from Bosnia

By Sgt. 1t Class Trudie Cooke

Twenty-two membersof the416th Air Traffic
Service Company returned to Phoenix on August 28
after srving ninemonthsinBosnia. They landed at
Sky Harbor Internationd Airport aboard DdtaAirlines
flight#345.

Greeted by cheers bannersand baloons, the
416th soldiersembraced family and friendsafter
dissmbarkingfromtheaircraft. Family members
rushed to meet loved ones. Wordsof “I missedyou,”
“Welcomehome,” “Goodjob,” pouredforth.

The416th servedin Bosnia-Herzegovinaaspart of
theongoing NATO peacekeegping missonknown as
Operation Joint Forge. They coordinatedair trafficin
thearea. They departed Arizonaon January 4, 1999
for their mohilization sationat Ft. Benning, Ga., before
deployingtothe Bakanson January 14.

With banners and
balloons, family
member s wait for loved
onesto arrive at Sky
Harbor International
Airport (top). The
embrace of lovetéells
the 416th Air Traffic
Service Company
soldier that he's home.
Photos by Sgt. 1st
Class Trudie Cooke.
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Soldier benefits...
Commissary Privileges

The Defense Commissary Agency operates aworld-
wide system of more than 230 grocery supermarkets to sell
groceries and household supplies to members of the
military services, their families and other authorized
patrons. DeCA estimates that a Reserve component
member with afamily of four that takes full advantage of
their shopping privilege can save approximately $2,000 a
year on grocery purchases. Commissary privileges are a
part of the non-pay compensation package to which active
and Reserve members are entitled.

Members of the National Guard and their families are
currently entitled to 24 days of commissary shopping a
year, provided the service member earns 50 or more
retirement points for military servicein a calendar year.
Guardsmen and their families also have unlimited com-
missary privileges when the service member is on federal
active duty orders, or on state ordersin support of a
federally declared disaster.

The 24-visit benefit is also provided to members of
the Retired Reserve, or retirees who become eligible for
retired pay at age 60, but have yet to attain that age.
Retired soldiers and their dependents have unlimited
commissary privileges.

Access to commissariesis strictly controlled. Guards-
men must present their Military Identification Card plus
their Commissary Privilege Card to gain entry. Spouses
and dependent children between the ages of 10 and 21
must present their Dependent 1D Card and the sponsor’s
commissary card. The sponsor need not be present for a
family member to use the commissary. Each day of
shopping is recorded.

Commissary cards are issued by the member’s unit at
the beginning of each calendar year. Members of the
Retired Reserve will receive a card annually via the mail.
When a service member is on federal active duty, or on
state ordersin support of afederally declared disaster, a
copy of the duty ordersis accepted in place of the com-
missary card.

Commissaries now accept major credit cards and
personal checksfor purchase. A 5% surcharge is added to
each commissary purchase. Collected funds are used to
build new commissaries, renovate existing ones, purchase
equipment and operating supplies, pay for utilities and
maintain facilities.

There are four commissariesin Arizona. Their
locations and telephone numbers are as follows: Luke Air
Force Base (602) 935-3821; Davis-Monthan Air Force
Base (520) 228-3244; Ft Huachuca (520) 533-5540; and
Y uma Proving Grounds (520) 328-2264.
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How has the Arizona Army
National Guard made you
a better person?
HeabpQuarTERS STARC

Sgt. 1st Class Ray
Campbell, Storage
OperationsNCO
Hometown: Tempe

“1 have a greater
appreciation for others.
Having been called up
for several relief deploy-
ments, | have witnessed
first hand what others have lost. It has made me proud
for what we, as guard members, can contribute to the
community.”

Sgt. David Sims, Stock
Control NCO
Hometown: Phoenix

“It has shown methe
needs of other people
other than my needs.
Helping to prepare for
missions overseas, and for
local and national emer-
gencies, gives me agreat sense of job satisfaction. It
certainly helpsme keep everything, in my life, in proper
perspective.”

Staff Sgt. Earl Vondale,
Material Operations
NCO
Hometown: Mesa
“Because of my drill
weekends and working
extra hours, | have
become a devoted and
focused person. This hard work ethic keeps me very
centered. It issomething | enjoy very much.”

Staff Sgt. Robert
Christianson, Material
OperationsNCO
Hometown: Phoenix
“Teamwork, motiva-
tion, the physical training
have al played a positive
impact in my life. It has
given me greater opportu-
nities for career progres-
sion. It al keepsme

Sl s

motivated to be the best | can. | like knowing what | do
impacts both the National Guard and the active duty

component.”

3]
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14| Camp Navajo hosts
Open House

Story and photos by Staff Sgt. Seth | srael

Celebrating its 171" Annual Open House,
Camp Navajo uses this event to tell local resi-
dentsits success story. The Open House drew
about 5,000 participants this year.

Visitors were treated to static displays, a
train ride, apie-eating contest, aWorld War 11 battle
re-enactment and aNative American dance perfor-
mance. On Friday evening, abarbequewasheld,
and early Saturday morning theannua 10K Race.
Those participatingintheracerangedin agefrom
the mid-twentiesto themid-seventies.

Located 12 mileswest of Flagstaff, in north
central Arizona, Camp Navajo isapremiere
training site for both Arizona Army and Air
National Guard members.

The camp was built in 1942, as an ordnance
depot, to supply the Pacific Theater of operation
during World War Il. 1n 1982 the Arizona Army
National Guard assumed operational control of
thefacility. A primary reason for theassumption of
thisresponsibility isto providealocation for indi-
vidua and collectivetraining opportunitiesfor
Arizona sNationa Guardsmen and women.

“Wefed that the Camp Navajo Open House
providesahedthy family atmosphereand aunique
opportunity for the people of Flagstaff and northern
Arizonato seethingsthat are out of the ordinary,”
said Lt. Col. Timothy J. Cowan, Deputy Com-
mander for Camp Navgjo.

Theannua 10K rundrew runnersfromall walks
of life,andfromall over Arizona

“I have been running al my life,” said
Matthew Zhine, an avid participant of thisrace.
“However, as|’'m getting older, | find my run-
ning has slowed down. | am not asfast as| used
to be when | wasin my 60s.”

The 76-year-old is aresident of Flagstaff and
amember of theNavajo. HeisaWorld War [1
veteran who served asacrew chief while stationed
inEngland.
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Matthew Zhine runsthe
10K race.

“My turn...my turn,” children cried asthey
tryout the controls of the UH-60 Blackhawk
helicopter (Ieft). Adults(above) show just as
much couriosity asthey children asthey ook

at the Blackhawk. The Blackhawk wasone Matthew Zhine, aproud World War 11 veteran, takesa
static display that drew the couriousand well-deserved rest after theannual 10K race.

arrcraft buff. Another event wasthe pie-

egting contest that brought both the hungry

and thecompetitiveto thetable. “Everyone”

wasawinner inthisgame.

Camp Navago's 10K
race draws runners from
al walks of lifeand
from all over Arizona.
Thisyear’srace was no
| different. Forty people
participated. The
winner of theracewasa
| 56-year-old from

| Flagstaff. The oldest
runner was Matthew

| Zhine, a76-year-old.
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*[Tonopah man
grabs Grand
Canyon gold

By Matt Morgan. Story courtesy of
West Valley View, Litchfield Park, Ariz.

It took Fritz Rasmussen, a supply sergeant at the
Mesa-based 1st Battalion, 180th Field Artillery of the
ArizonaArmy National Guard, just four competitions
inside two yearsto win agold medal in an Olympic-
style event, and he did so without formal training.

At the Grand Canyon State Games, June 19-20,
Rasmussen competed in the 5K run, the 50-yard and
100-yard freestyle swims, and the 50-yard breast-
stroke.

He won the bronze medal in the 5K at Sun Angel
Stadium at Arizona State University on June 19 with a
personal-best of 27 minutes, 56 seconds.

Rasmussen’s next swimming event, the 50-yard
freestyle, yielded gold. Hisgold-medal time, 33:84,is
his personal best in the event, though he still needed
to be convinced he won the race.

“I was shocked when | found out they called my
name for the gold medal,” Rasmussen said. “I really
thought they made amistake. Mentally | wasn’t
prepared to accept the fact that | had beaten another
guy, because most of these guys train year-round in
the pool.”

Rasmussen’s championship swim hel ped fulfill a
goal he set for himself more than 40 years ago. He
graduated in 1961 from Mesa High School where he

|
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Sot. 1t Class Fritz Rasmussen, 1st Battalion, 180th Field
Artillery, Headquarters Company, shares his June 20 Gold
Medal triumph with his three daughters, Nylene, Shirlene
and Angelene. Rasmussen won in the snimming 50-yard
freestyle event. Photo courtesy of the Rasmussen family.

was a pole-vaulter and member of the school’s first
gymnastics team.

At the suggestion of an Army National Guard
recruiter Sgt. 1st Class Kevin Nance, Rasmussen
first tried out for the Grand Canyon State Gamesin
August 1998. Nance, who holds Grand Canyon
records in the 100-meter and 200-meter dashes, tries
to get guardsmen involved to keep up their fitness
levels.

“1 saw him as a potential because he had runin
the Senior Olympics before,” Nance said.

“There’'s avery small percentage of people that
ever represent their country in the Olympics,” he
said. “I’mjust so grateful they have what is called
the Arizona Olympics (Grand Canyon State Games),
because thisisreally about the only Olympic experi-
ence that most of us will ever have.”

National Guard story

Museum displays Arizona

“The ArizonaMilitary Museum is
one of the finest military museums in
the country,” said Vincent Leone, the
new museum director.

The museum isan officia activity
of the Arizona National Guard. It has
been open since 1980. The museum staff
areall volunteerswho donatetheir time
to operate the museum, and do construc-
tion and maintenance.

Thedisplayscover themilitary his-
tory of Arizona and her soldiers from

the Conquistador period, the 1540s, to
Desert Storm, 1991. The exhibits show
weapons, uniforms, and photographs for
thetime period on display.

Themuseumislocated at 52™ Street
and McDowell Road, just north on the
east corner. Itisopenfrom 9:00amto 2:00
pm on Tuesdaysand Thursdaysand 1:00
pmto4:00 pm on Saturdaysand Sundays.

Thereisno admissionfee, however,
donations are encouraged.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Seth Isreal.
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Reaching for the Gold...
OCS Class 39 marches onward

Left Ce\ot M |chae| Tap|a, Commander Bravo Company, 158th Regi ond Tra ning Instltute and cand|datestend bl|sters
during arest period. Right: Officer Candidatesof Class 39 completea12-milemarch with full packsin theearly morning

hours through Papago Park, Phoenix. OCS Class 39 graduated August 14. Photosby Staff Sgt. Seth Isreal.

National Guard soldiers join with
Wilson School District in neigh-
borhood cleanup

‘ -
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By Chief Warrant Officer Larry Cox,
Headquarters STARC, and Lt. Col. Kevin
Osterman, Headquarters Air National Guard

On Saturday, May 15", approxi-
mately 50 Arizona Army Nation-
al Guard personnel joined ranks
with students, teachers, administra-
tors, and volunteers from the Wilson
School District, in Phoenix, to conduct
amassivenelghborhood cleanup.

Thisisthefirst of many projects
planned by the ArizonaNationa Guard
to support the school district. Formed
intoteamsand lead by ArizonaArmy
Nationa Guard Officer Cadets, stu-
dents and other volunteersremoved trash from the
streetsand alleys of an areathat spanned 24" Street
to 32" Street, and Van Buren Street to Papago Free-
way.

Astheteams spread through the neighborhood,

Photo by Chief Warrent Officer Larry Cox

Arizona Army National Guardmen and women team with
WIson School District teachers, students and administrators
for a neighborhood cleanup drive on May 15.

of appreciation, and the most outstanding performers

additional children and adultsfrom the areajoined
in. A largetrash removal binwasfilled nearly to ca-
pacity. Eachteam member received acertificate

received an official ArizonaArmy National Guard T-
shirt.

]
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2158th Corps Support
Battalion adopts a highway

Story and Photo by Staff Sgt. Seth 1 srael

On Juneb, the 158" Corps Support Battalion, Head-
guarters and Headquarters Detachment, was talking
community service and apparently for good reason.
They have teamed up with the Arizona Department of
Transportation and the Adopt-A-Highway program.
Picking up thetrash throughout their one milestretchis
paramount for the success of the program.

Participants of the program must clean both sides
of theroad, at least, four timesayear. Seventeen per-
sonnel of the 158th arrived on site at 7:00am. They
were handed bags and sent in search of roadside trash.
As the day progressed, the troops certainly received a
better appreciation for what it takesto maintain ahigh-
way. If you drive Interstate 10 Eastbound, the 158"
adopt-a-mile sign stands between exits 164 and 165.

Sot. 1t Class Art Branding (left), Detachment
Sergeant, 158th Headquarters Detachment, and
others, fill trash bags during the highway clean-up.

“We thought it would take maybe 85 to 90 bags.
Thefinal toll wasactually 125 bags,” said Capt. Miguel
Rhinehart, HHD Commander for the 158". ADOT is
responsible for picking up the bagged trash.

“By having asign along the highway, designating
the 158" CSB as the adopters, we have sent a public
service announcement to the community,” Rhinehart
said. “We are broadcasting, by our actions, that we are
actively involved with the concerns of our community.”

“It was nice to get out of the office and do some-
thing different,” said Spc. John Lynch. “Eventhe pass-
ing cars and trucks supported us. With smiles, drivers
waved and honked their horns. We definitely made a
positiveimpression.”

Calling all Heliograph

readers!!

Weinvite your comments on
the new, all-color format of this
publication. Let usknow if you
like the new format, and what
changes you would like to see.

Forward your commentsvia
email to cooket@az.ngb.army.mil
or mail you commentsto the 123rd
Mobile Public Affairs Detach-
ment.

Visit our homepage at www.azng.com
and select the Heliograph.
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